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TS the “insanely busy season” at
the largest wildlife rehabilitation
centre In the Baltimore area. Which
means that more than the usual
complement of injured and
orphaned animals has taken up resi-
dence in the baseraent of Kathy
woods' modest ranch house in the
Phoenix woods.

Raby sparrows are chirping
Raccoons, possums and groundhogs
waddle in cages. Two tiny barn owls
<cream their lungs out when hun-

"~ Twrtles with eye infections, ducks

with limps and bunnies in need of

weaning are among the more than

) critters currently receiving spe-

pecific treatment — and await-

g their hoped-for return to the

wild - at the Phoenix Wildlife Centre
1 Baltimore County, Maryland,

d States

thers might call pandemo-

e of the most

after wildlife rehabilitators

iness, and no, it never
tops.” she said one recent
fternoon in her cheerfully cluttered
home, the site of the non-profit. “1
wouldn't trade it for anything.”

It has been nearly 25 years since
Woods and her husband. birding
expert and now-retired hospital
trator Hugh Simmons,

)0 creatures annually.
time of year, the centre’s doz-
ns of indoor and outdoor avi-
ies are mostly at capacity — one
he’ll be moving operations
nanse not far away
sometime next year.

Yes, | have to say we'v

e grown,”

eadquarters. But getting
story intact from Woods can be

tions rarely stop. The
ery few minutes. She
feed baby

her words from anot
Thank you; than
muawks, his voice a carbon copy ol

“I must say ‘thank you' a lot,”
Woods says, and laughs

Bit by bit, the tale emerges.

Her father was a dvil engineer
who moved his family frequently.
ds, born in 1950, grew up in
as far-flung as Iceland.

s and Pakistan, always dream-
ing a veterinarian
parents loved animals — her
dad took her to zoos wherever they
I\ but neither saw veternary

» as suitable work for a girl
ded up running doctors’ offic-
moare than 20 years, eventual-
ly coordinating surgical procedures
at Johns Hopkins Hospital.

Woods reconnected with her
passion in the early 1990s, when
she became a volunteer for the
federal whooping crane reintro-
duction programme at the
Patuxent Wildlife Research Centre
in Laurel. She loved helping
replenish the numbers of rare
birds and restoring them to the
wild. Within two years, she was a
full-fledged wildlife rehabilitator,
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A nurse to wild animals

Injur‘ed animals are nursed back to health at Kathy Woods' ranch house in
Baltimore County, Maryland.

=i
I TR

Holly Zahrobsky (left) delivering two small injured birds to the Phoenix
Wildlife Centre based in the ranch of Simmans (centre) and his wife Woods.

one of only about 50 in the state.

She has immersed herself in the
field ever since, accepting and nurs-
ing sick and stray animals, poring
over the latest research on native
species, trawling for donated sup-
plies and staying in close contact
with dozens of veterinarians around
the state.

After earning permits from the
state and federal governments —
required to legally treat wild ani-
mals - Woods moved with Simmons
to their current home and used her
own money to start the Phoenix
Wwildlife Centre.

Her unaffected manner, consider-
ahle knowledge and gift for explana-
tion have made Woods one of the
state’s most popular instructors on
wildlife - she’s known for showing
up at festivals with birds of prey on
her shoulder. She is president of the
Maryland Wildlife Rehabilitators
Associaion.

with an injured wing or a squirrel
stuck in a glue trap.

She rarely goes out to pick
patients. She tries instead to
callers through their problems,
amrmnging fg; u‘anspod rt to Phoenix
only when she deems it necessary.

When the animals arrive, it
becomes clear why Woods is a go-to

resource.
Whatever the problem might be,
clients say, she can generally "
nose it and devise a plan of treat-
ment on the spot.
Michael Epps, an animal control
officer for Baltimore County, has

A pigeon with a
broken wing is
nursed back to
health at the
Phoenix Wildiife
Centre. —
Phatos: TNS

Woods holding a baby Carolina wren that was caught in a lounge chair and

suffered a broken leg.

basic directives for handling injured
wildlife are “warm, dry and dark” -

A Middle River woman recently
called after a boater hit a post that
supported an osprey nest. (Woods
went out herself, picking up several
swimming chicks by hand, climbing
a ladder and placing them in a
makeshift nest she had built)

She got a call from a woman in
western Canada who told her that
some friends then hoating up the
Adantic coast had found a nest of
baby birds on board. Woods set up a
meeting at a centre in New Jersey.
“We couldn't do what we do with-
out a network,” she says.

Closer to home, the “chaos” con-
tinues year round.

Each incident is different, Woods
says, requiring its own diagnosis,
and she’s always happy to answer
callers’ questions about an animal
in need or order a pickup if need be.
The centre will keep that patient
as long as treatment is called for.
Sometime next year she’ll move
to a new site in Gunpowder Falls
State Park. which includes a house.
‘Woods hopes to use the new space
l:ammmhwmmmm
te more outdoor cages, add youth
volunteer g






